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• What is HDRN Canada?

• What is the Pragmatic Trials Training Program?

▪ Objectives of the program

▪ Trainee streams, competencies, teaching modalities

• Joint Q&A: Amit, Scott, Kristin, Taylor

Agenda
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• HDRN Canada: pan-Canadian network

• Working together to help researchers 

complete multi-jurisdictional studies using 

routinely collected health data

HDRN Canada

www.hdrn.ca/en/about/resources 

http://www.hdrn.ca/en/about/resources
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• CIHR’s Clinical Trials Fund: May 2022

(1) Pan-Canadian trials consortium

(2) Training platforms

(3) Clinical trials

Trials Training

https://www.researchnet-recherchenet.ca/rnr16/vwOpprtntyDtls.do?all=1&masterList=true&next=1&org=CIHR&prog=3697&resultCount=25&sort=program&type=EXACT&view=currentOpps&language=E 

(May 16, 2022)

https://www.researchnet-recherchenet.ca/rnr16/vwOpprtntyDtls.do?all=1&masterList=true&next=1&org=CIHR&prog=3697&resultCount=25&sort=program&type=EXACT&view=currentOpps&language=E
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Announcements

https://www.canada.ca/en/institutes-health-research/news/2023/01/government-of-

canada-announces-new-clinical-trials-consortium-training-platforms-and-research-

projects-to-improve-the-health-of-canadians.html 

https://www.canada.ca/en/institutes-health-

research/news/2023/01/reinforcing-canadas-clinical-trials-

infrastructure-training-and-research.html 

https://www.canada.ca/en/institutes-health-research/news/2023/01/government-of-canada-announces-new-clinical-trials-consortium-training-platforms-and-research-projects-to-improve-the-health-of-canadians.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/institutes-health-research/news/2023/01/government-of-canada-announces-new-clinical-trials-consortium-training-platforms-and-research-projects-to-improve-the-health-of-canadians.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/institutes-health-research/news/2023/01/government-of-canada-announces-new-clinical-trials-consortium-training-platforms-and-research-projects-to-improve-the-health-of-canadians.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/institutes-health-research/news/2023/01/reinforcing-canadas-clinical-trials-infrastructure-training-and-research.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/institutes-health-research/news/2023/01/reinforcing-canadas-clinical-trials-infrastructure-training-and-research.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/institutes-health-research/news/2023/01/reinforcing-canadas-clinical-trials-infrastructure-training-and-research.html
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• Clinical Trials Fund:

▪ (1) Pan-Canadian trials consortium, (2) Training platforms, (3) Clinical trials

Training Program

Nominated Principal 

Applicant:

Dr. Amit Garg

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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Contributors

https://webapps.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/decisions/p/project_details.html?applId=466263&lang=en 

Many co-applicants 

& collaborators 

not listed here

https://webapps.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/decisions/p/project_details.html?applId=466263&lang=en
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• Pragmatic trials: combine clinical trial design 

elements (i.e., randomization) & routinely collected 

health data

HDRN Canada 

Pragmatic Trials Training Program

▪ Pan-Canadian CIHR-funded training program

▪ Embedded within HDRN Canada

▪ Coordinated by Schulich School of Medicine & 

Dentistry, Western University (London, ON)

HDRN Canada PTTP

www.hdrn.ca/en/news/hdrn-canada-pragmatic-trials-

training-program-focuses-real-world-data-improve-

health-systems 

http://www.hdrn.ca/en/news/hdrn-canada-pragmatic-trials-training-program-focuses-real-world-data-improve-health-systems
http://www.hdrn.ca/en/news/hdrn-canada-pragmatic-trials-training-program-focuses-real-world-data-improve-health-systems
http://www.hdrn.ca/en/news/hdrn-canada-pragmatic-trials-training-program-focuses-real-world-data-improve-health-systems
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• Pragmatic Trials Training Program:

Key Partners

https://www.act-aec.ca  

https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/research/clinical_research/accelerating_randomized_trials.html 

https://www.hdrn.ca  

Coordinating 

Centre

https://www.act-aec.ca/
https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/research/clinical_research/accelerating_randomized_trials.html
https://www.hdrn.ca/
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• Objectives:

▪ 1. Develop & deliver a pan-Canadian training program on conducting pragmatic clinical 

trials that are embedded in routine care & use existing data sources

o Existing routinely collected health data: e.g., administrative health data, clinical 

registries, electronic medical records (EMR) → in multiple jurisdictions

▪ 2. Support the goals of CIHR’s Clinical Trials Fund by partnering with the Accelerating 

Clinical Trials (ACT) Canada Consortium & other trials training programs

Objectives

https://www.act-aec.ca  https://wecantrain.ca  https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/52987.html 

https://www.act-aec.ca/
https://wecantrain.ca/
https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/52987.html
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Trainees

STREAMS

• 1. Trial leaders

▪ Faculty mentors focused on developing a pragmatic trial 

protocol

▪ Modeled after ICES Faculty Scholars Program

o $: Funding for protocol development support 

• 2. Postdoctoral fellows

▪ Trainees paired with faculty mentors 

▪ Contributions to the program as educators as well

o $: Partial salary support for 2 years

• 3. Highly qualified personnel (HQP)

▪ Public & private sector personnel wanting to upskill in 

pragmatic trials domain

o $: Funding for release time for public sector HQP
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Competencies

STREAMS

• IDEA, Indigenous rights & data sovereignty: 

dedicated full-time staff (e.g., Cultural Competency 

Training Coordinator), partnerships with other pan-

Canadian organizations with concentrated expertise

• Ethics: e.g., altered patient consent for interventions 

being tested within routine care

• Engagement: e.g., patient partners, healthcare 

workers (particularly important for trials embedded in 

routine care)

• Data sources, quality, & linkage: e.g., complexities of 

administrative health data & multi-jurisdictional 

analyses

• Design, methods, biostatistics: e.g., cluster 

randomization, power & sample size calculations, 

stepped wedge designs



T. McLinden 13

Teaching Modalities

STREAMS

https://wecantrain.ca  

https://wecantrain.ca/
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• How can I learn more & stay up-to-date?

▪ Web: Google “HDRN pragmatic” & “Western pragmatic”

o www.hdrn.ca/en/grant-funded-projects/pttp

o www.schulich.uwo.ca/research/student_trainee_programs/pragmatic_trials_training_

program.html

▪ Social media:

o www.twitter.com/HDRN_RRDS & www.linkedin.com/company/HDRNRRDS

o www.twitter.com/AmitXGarg

o www.twitter.com/TaylorMcLinden

▪ : taylor.mclinden@ices.on.ca (to be added to mailing list)

Awareness

http://www.hdrn.ca/en/grant-funded-projects/pttp
http://www.schulich.uwo.ca/research/student_trainee_programs/pragmatic_trials_training_program.html
http://www.schulich.uwo.ca/research/student_trainee_programs/pragmatic_trials_training_program.html
http://www.twitter.com/HDRN_RRDS
http://www.linkedin.com/company/HDRNRRDS
http://www.twitter.com/AmitXGarg
http://www.twitter.com/TaylorMcLinden
mailto:taylor.mclinden@ices.on.ca
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9:30 – 10:55 AM

1. What are pragmatic trials?

2. Example trial:

3. Example trial: 4. Example trial: 5. Pragmatic Trials 

Training Program

Joint Q&A
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